
AZSFWC has been engaged on the issues surrounding OHV’s for the last few years and
2025 was no exception. Our intent is to help mitigate to the maximum extent possible the
negative impact OHV’s are having on wildlife habitat and the recreating/hunting public.
 
Our Past President John Koleszar has represented us on the Arizona Senate’s OHV Ad
Hoc Committee since its inception in 2023. With Senator Kerr’s retirement in 2024,
Senator Dunn has picked up the baton and is leading the assessment effort. The
Committee remains viable; however, progress has been negligible. We anticipate the next
meeting in the coming weeks.
 
The proliferation of ATV and OHV use over the last couple of decades has been
astronomical, and the impact on the landscape has tracked according to the use. Once
quiet landscapes across Arizona are now not, and our climate allows OHV use year
round. The machines are capable of going almost anywhere, and when that means off the
roads, in closed areas, and damaging habitat, serious issues arise.
 
Some of the critical issues include education, law enforcement, habitat mitigation, wildlife
impact, safety, respect for both private and public land, and of course funding.
 
For the record, not every OHV driver is a problem. However, one OHV operator can start
the cascade of habitat destruction with a “new” road, even when it’s not supposed to be
there. While Arizona’s population continues to grow, our land mass is not and public land
available for recreation continues to shrink each year.
 
Compounding the problem is a desire from the OHV community for more trails and places
to ride. One proposal has a designated route from Payson to Alpine. The Tonto National
Forest now has a designated OHV use area, set aside for an additional fee. It begs the
question however; how many people are going to pay to play in that part of the forest
when the rest of it remains open and free of fees?
 
Arizona’s Legislature passed an education requirement for OHV owners in 2023 when
they register their vehicle. A good start, but it isn’t required of all operators. For many
years, an OHV sticker has been required for each vehicle. That $25 fee remains in place,
but that revenue hardly makes a dent in mitigating habitat damage, funding law
enforcement needs, or maintaining trails.
 
As an OHV owner, the $25 fee for a year’s worth of use is a bargain.
 
As a hunter, the annual resident license is $37. If you are fortunate to be drawn for a big
game tag, you normally have about one week to hunt for any particular species. A deer
tag will cost you $58, and an elk tag will cost you $148 as examples. Not quite the bargain
of the OHV sticker.
 
AZSFWC will continue to participate in the Senate Ad Hoc Committee with hope that a
consensus will be reached to solve some of the issues surrounding OHV use, abuse, and
funding needs.
 
Arizona State Parks & Trails (State Parks) just announced they have established an OHV
Mitigation Work Group, with an objective to make their grant program more effective in
addressing negative impacts of OHV use to our state's natural resources



and improving trail safety. State Parks receives a portion of the OHV registration fees, so
ensuring their program is effective is important. AZSFWC will participate in that effort too.
 
Arizona’s next Legislative Session begins again on January 12th. The last couple of years
has seen bills introduced by the OHV industry to increase the weight limit that defines an
OHV in Arizona. The current top weight is 2500 pounds. The industry wants that
increased to 3500 pounds, effectively reducing registration fees for these larger, heavier,
and faster rigs to the $25 threshold, thus eliminating higher fees based on the value of the
vehicle.
 
AZSFWC, the Arizona Farm Bureau, and others, have opposed the weight limit increases
for several reasons, including the loss of revenue to the state, and the increased
likelihood of more habitat damage on the landscape.
 
AZSFWC represents many diverse organizations, so it naturally follows that we are
concerned about ALL wildlife and habitat. As stewards of our shrinking public lands, we’ll
continue to monitor the issues and engage on the OHV Committee and Work Group.
 
Finally, here are some timely reminders from the Arizona Game & Fish Department:
           https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/AZGFD/bulletins/4031dc6

For Wildlife and Conservation,
Jim Unmacht
Executive Director

L. Gary Stinson Grant Program 
For the 15th year in a row, our annual license plate revenue increased in 2025! We
averaged $21,072 per month in plate revenue for a total of $252,864 exceeding
2024 by $15,289.

We approved 27 Stinson Grants totaling $266,856, bringing the total since 2012 to
$1,942,303. Grant awards in 2025 included $63,252 for habitat, $124,925 for
Education and $78,679 for Youth Recruitment. You can see the list HERE.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/AZGFD/bulletins/4031dc6
https://azsfwc.org/license-plate-fund-projects/


And we continue to keep administrative costs at a minimum. Over the last 5 years,
81.4% of license plate revenue funded grants, 13.9% of revenue was retained for
future grant funding and 4.7% of revenue funded marketing and administration of
the program. 



Applicants must be a 501(c)(3) organization in existence for at least 2 years, in good
standing with the AZ Corporation Commission and have a physical presence of a chapter
or other unit in Arizona. Additional eligibility requirements, instructions and program
information can be found HERE.

Applications for project funding will be submitted using our online submission form HERE
and funding decisions will be made by the AZSFWC Board at the end of February 2026.

Please support our Member Group Activities

https://azsfwc.org/grant-information/
https://azsfwc.org/grant-information/
https://azsfwc.org/grant-information/
https://azsfwc.org/l-gary-stinson-grant-application/
https://azsfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025-Annual-Report.pdf
https://azsfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025-Annual-Report.pdf


Highway Clean Up
January 31, 2026﻿

﻿Info

SAQF Banquet
February 7, 2026

Sonoita Fairgrounds
GET TICKETS

https://altarvalleyconservation.org/
https://events.pheasantsforever.org/events/southern-arizona-quail-forever-2026-banquet/e04e97dd-6bea-49fe-beb5-d6fd7dd052c3
https://www.wildlifefortomorrow.org/conservationcup
https://www.wildlifefortomorrow.org/conservationcup


https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/229476
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/229476


Corporate Partner

https://www.azadaptivewatersports.org/march-27th-breakfast-at-grayhawk?blm_aid=26294273
https://www.azadaptivewatersports.org/march-27th-breakfast-at-grayhawk?blm_aid=26294273
https://www.azadaptivewatersports.org/march-27th-breakfast-at-grayhawk?blm_aid=26294273
https://www.azadaptivewatersports.org/march-27th-breakfast-at-grayhawk?blm_aid=26294273


Members

Alter Valley Conservation Alliance
Anglers United
AZ Adaptive Water Sports
AZ Antelope Foundation
AZ Big Game Super Raffle/Conservation First
USA
AZ Chapter Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
AZ Chapter National Wild Turkey Federation
AZ Chapter Safari Club International
AZ Council Trout Unlimited
AZ Deer Association
AZ Desert Bighorn Sheep Society
AZ Elk Society
AZ Flycasters Club
AZ Houndsmen Association
AZ Mule Deer Organization
AZ Outdoor Adventures
﻿AZ Outdoor Sports, Inc

﻿AZ Predator Callers
Conserve and Protect Arizona
Delta Waterfowl
Diablo Trust
Ducks Unlimited
Friends of the Buenos Aires NWR
Into the Wild Outdoors
Mogollon Sporting Association
Mule Deer Foundation
No Excuse Hunting & Outdoors
Outdoor Experience 4 All
Southern AZ Chapter Quail Forever
The Trust for Public Land
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
Valley of the Sun Chapter Quail Forever
Wildlife for Tomorrow
Wildlife Water Works

Associate Members

AZ Trappers Association
AZ Working Dog Association

﻿Be Outdoors Arizona
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation

Hunter Nation
Rio Salado Sportsman's Club

Sun City Sportsmen Club

Affiliate Members

Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation is a 501-c-3 not-for-profit organization whose
mission is to educate and inform sportsmen, wildlife conservation organizations
throughout the state and the public at large on important issues related to wildlife and
wildlife habitat and to provide, via grants or other sources, funding to conserve Arizona's
wildlife populations through habitat enhancement initiatives. 



DONATE

The AZSFWC is responsible for managing the conservation license plate program (L.
Gary Stinson Grant Fund). The fund is derived from the sale of wildlife conservation
license plates and member organizations as well as non-member organizations are
eligible to apply for those funds.  

By purchasing this plate you will be making a contribution to Arizona's wildlife and wildlife
habitat. Seventeen dollars ($17) of each twenty-five ($25) special license fee will go to
AZSFWC's L. Gary Stinson Grant Fund. AZSFWC will review and approve all grants from
the special license plate program revenues. These grants will fund important outdoor
recreational and educational opportunities and on-the-ground wildlife habitat restoration
and enhancement projects. (More info HERE).
 
These plates can be purchased online and can also be personalized. To order an
AZSFWC Conservation License Plate go to: https://azmvdnow.gov/plates
 
Scroll through the page, to the "See All" button. Plates will be listed alphabetically with our
plate entitled "Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation". Click on the plate and follow
the prompts. Order your plate as a sequential shelf plate for $25.00 per year or as a
personalized plate for $50.00 per year.
 
The plate is also available for all categories of trailers as well as with the International
Symbol of Access for Disabilities. 
 
The AZSFWC Conservation Plate gives all Arizonan's an opportunity to contribute to
programs that benefit our wild creatures. Step up and support "Wild Arizona".
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https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=996a57e4-7eb2-4cbd-b6d5-9009406bdbed
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=996a57e4-7eb2-4cbd-b6d5-9009406bdbed

