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January 6, 2019 
 
Kent Ellett 
Gila National Forest 
Box 9 
Glenwood, NM 88039 

RE: Stateline Range NEPA # 22466 

Dear Mr. Ellett: 
 
Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation (AZSFWC) is late in the process 
regarding comment on the Stateline Range NEPA #22466 project, however as 
noted on your USFS website, additional comment can be sent to you for 
consideration with the knowledge that these comments would not have standing 
for the administrative review. 
 
At the end of November, the Center of Biological Diversity (CBD) posted an Action 
Alert entitled “Get Those Cows Out of Our Rivers”.  In part they said this: 
 

Twenty years ago the Center for Biological Diversity won protections for hundreds of 
miles of rivers in the Southwest from the harms caused by livestock trampling fragile 
streams. But it turns out the U.S. Forest Service hasn't been doing its part in watching 
over these life-giving rivers. 

We just completed on-the-ground surveys for the Apache-Sitgreaves and Gila national 
forests near the Arizona-New Mexico border, and the results are grim. More than half 
of the 206 river miles we surveyed are severely degraded by livestock abuse — with 
rampant loss of native vegetation, water pollution from cow feces, and destroyed 
wildlife habitat. 

The Forest Service is taking public comment on livestock grazing in these 
watersheds. Tell the agency to get those cows out of our rivers. 

 

We certainly aren’t vouching for any of these statements, but it would cause the 
reader to wonder what’s going on.  It also leads the reader to believe public 
comment is open, which as we understand it is true, absent inclusion in any 
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administrative review.  If we’re missing something in that regard, please point us in 
the right direction. 
 
AZSFWC is a proponent of multi-use on our public lands and waters, including 
within our forests.  We also support responsible grazing on those lands.  While we 
appreciate that most ranchers are good stewards, we also know there can be 
exceptions, so if that’s the case it would be important to work on and mitigate any 
issues as necessary.   
 
All of us have a stake in clean water and riparian areas, so if the CBD allegations 
are factual to any degree, is the problem really with the respective grazing 
practices, or is it because of some other cause or causes?  Have the allotment 
fences been cut, or maybe destroyed by one of the past fires in the area?  Is the 
alleged destruction due to cattle, or is it possibly due to feral horses? 
 
With those questions, we support the Proposed Alternative reauthorizing livestock 
grazing in the noted allotments as outlined in the Arizona Game & Fish 
Department (AZGFD) letter of January 16, 2018, as well as the follow up questions 
posed in the AZGFD letter of October 22, 2018.  Both are attached for reference. 
 
Obviously sportsmen and women have a great concern for quality fish and wildlife 
habitat, so if there are questions about that, particularly in the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forest, we would encourage the Forest Service to continue to work 
closely with the AZGFD to remedy any of those issues or problems. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours in Conservation,  

 
Jim Unmacht 
Executive Director 
 
 
 

Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation (AZSFWC) is a 501c-3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to wildlife conservation, habitat work, youth recruitment and retention, as well as 
educating sportsmen and women on issues important to their passions.  AZSFWC consists 
of 43 member, affiliate, and associate groups that reach across the spectrum of hunting, 
angling, shooting, outdoor recreation and businesses from all across Arizona.  Our 
member groups represent in excess of 10,000 sportsmen and women from Arizona.  


