
It sure seems like the pause button has been eliminated from AZSFWC’s daily activities and
opportunities as we seemingly Zoom through a virtual reality. The year started fast and at least
in the foreseeable future; it doesn’t look like it will slow down anytime soon!

As February comes to a close, here is an update on some of what we’ve been working on.

Wolves – the Mexican wolf population count is underway. We commented on the Mexican wolf
10(j) Recovery Plan and the proposed alternatives offered by the USFWS as mandated by a
ruling from the US District Court of Arizona. Click here to see that letter.

We also commented on the USFWS consideration to expand the Gray wolf territory into
Northern Arizona. Click here to see that letter.

Salt River Project (SRP) – we had some dialog with SRP last fall about how we could partner
with them on their watershed rehabilitation projects in Central Arizona. Those discussions have
continued, and we are in the process of developing a Memo of Understanding with SRP for
future collaboration. In the meantime, the AZ Deer Association was awarded a Stinson Grant to
work with SRP on the Hardscrabble Project near Payson. Here is the Press Release:
https://bit.ly/3IidlxL

Cross F Ranch – we awarded a Stinson Grant to the AZ Chapter of NWTF last year to help
The Trust for Public Land acquire this ranch near Aravaipa. The acquisition opened access to
40,000 acres of public land that had been locked up for decades! Here is the AZGFD video
highlighting that success: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myWJOzdYTqw&t=1s

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Travel Management  – the BLM is ramping up their Travel
Management planning across Arizona over the next several years. There will be 18 different
planning areas under consideration that will have an impact on a myriad of outdoor activities.
Six of the areas will begin the planning process in 2022.

BLM Solar Planning – a number of solar plans are currently under consideration across
Arizona. Variances have been sought near Maricopa, the Vulture City Ghost Town near
Wickenburg, and another near Arlington. One can argue the importance of renewable energy,
but we also need to consider the impact on our public land and wildlife. You can learn more
about it here:          
Phoenix District 2022 First Quarter Solar Variance Project Presentations - YouTube   

Verde Recreation Action Plan  – the Prescott National Forest proposed this plan to improve
recreation opportunities and natural resource conditions on the Verde Ranger District. The plan
is intended to address both developed and dispersed camping, road and trail improvements,
and river access to name a few. Click here to read our scoping comments.

Draft Proposed Hunt Guidelines – AZSFWC provided comments to the AZ Game & Fish
Department (AZGFD) on their hunt guidelines process, supporting their use of the best
available science in managing all of Arizona’s wildlife, including game and non-game species
and subscribing to the tenants of the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. Click here
for our comment letter.

Legislation – Federal level, efforts continue to keep the Tonto NF Cherry Creek and Workman
Creek roads open. Click here to read our latest letter to Senator Kelly.

We are also monitoring H.R.2773 Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA), which we have
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been supporting. https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2773?s=1&r=9

State level, we are supporting HB2130 - recreational users; property (liability bill),
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/2R/bills/HB2130P.pdf and HB2408 - Arizona Game and
fish; continuation: https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/2R/bills/HB2408P.pdf

We are also monitoring the following bills: SB1040, SB1066, SB1170, SB1377, HB2181,
HB2610, HB2830, and HCR2024. https://www.azleg.gov/#
 
And if that wasn’t enough for the first two months of the year;
1.   Additional comments are due on 30x30 ATLAS in the first week of March,
2.   We are reviewing feedback and input on Mandatory Reporting for AZ big game hunts,
3.   Established a Conservation Bonus Point Committee to coordinate with AZGFD,
4.   Assessing the access issue near the Needles Eye Wilderness area,
5.   Investigating the proposed Oak Wells Windmill project - 44K acres in Pinal County,
6.   Reviewing the Draft EA for the Pinaleño FireScape Project on the Coronado NF,
7.   Reviewing the US Air Force’s proposed expansion of their Military Operations Area in
Southern AZ. https://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/virtual-presentation/
 
Finally, we have welcomed two new organizations to our AZSFWC membership so far in 2022,
the Mogollon Sporting Association and No Excuse Hunting and Outdoors, along with 5 new
individual members. https://azsfwc.org/membership/
 
Yours in Conservation,
Jim Unmacht
Executive Director

Our Current Raffle Will Close Soon
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Now Accepting 2022 2nd Quarter
Stinson Grant Applications

You must use our new updated application form, which can be found on
our website here:



https://azsfwc.org/grant-information/

Please support our Member Group Activities

No Excuse Hunting Outdoors
No Excuse Hunting and Outdoors will hold a contest for the 2021 Outdoorsman of the Year. If
you or someone you know has a story about over coming a visual or physical disability to
experience the outdoors and would like to enter the contest, please share your story with:
Dan Ferraro     No Excuse Hunting and Outdoors         NoExcuseHunting@aol.com
This contest is not limited to hunting or fishing. Any outdoor activity such as hiking, rafting,
camping or scuba diving are welcome as long as it shows a passion for nature and the
outdoors.
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Sportsmen's Business Directory
Do you really know who you do business with? Do the businesses you patronize
support the things you like to do? 
 
Help us build the Sportsmen’s Business Alliance online directory to help you find
those businesses.
 
If you are a business owner, here is an opportunity for you to reach out to like-
minded sportsmen & women and support organizations that promote causes
important to them.
 
Read more HERE.

Corporate Partners
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Members

Alter Valley Conservation Alliance
Anglers United
AZ Antelope Foundation
AZ Bass Nation
AZ Big Game Super Raffle
AZ Bowhunters Association
AZ Chapter National Wild Turkey Federation
AZ Chapter Safari Club International
AZ Deer Association
AZ Desert Bighorn Sheep Society
AZ Council Trout Unlimited
AZ Elk Society
AZ Flycaster's Club
AZ Houndsmen's Association
AZ Outdoor Adventures
AZ Outdoor Sports, Inc
AZ Predator Callers

AZ Taxidermy Association
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
Christian Hunters of America
Mogollon Sporting Association
Mohave Sportsman Club
Mule Deer Foundation
Outdoor Experience 4 All
South Eastern Arizona Sportsmen Club
Southern AZ Chapter Quail Forever
SRT Outdoors
Southwest Wildlife Foundation
The Bass Federation
The Trust for Public Land
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership
Valley of the Sun Quail Forever

Associate Members

No Excuse Hunting Outdoors
Weapons 4 Warriors

Affiliate Members



Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation is a 501-c-3 not-for-profit organization whose
mission is to educate and inform sportsmen, wildlife conservation organizations throughout the
state and the public at large on important issues related to wildlife and wildlife habitat and to
provide, via grants or other sources, funding to conserve Arizona's wildlife populations through
habitat enhancement initiatives. 

DONATE

The AZSFWC is responsible for managing the conservation license plate program (L. Gary
Stinson Grant Fund). The fund is derived from the sale of wildlife conservation license plates
and member organizations as well as non-member organizations are eligible to apply for those
funds.  

By purchasing this plate you will be making a contribution to Arizona's wildlife and wildlife
habitat. Seventeen dollars ($17) of each twenty-five ($25) special license fee will go to
AZSFWC's L. Gary Stinson Grant Fund. AZSFWC will review and approve all grants from the
special license plate program revenues. These grants will fund important outdoor recreational
and educational opportunities and on-the-ground wildlife habitat restoration and enhancement
projects. (More info HERE).

These plates can be purchased online and can also be personalized. To order an AZSFWC
Conservation License Plate go to: http://www.servicearizona.com Click on
"Personalized/Specialty Plates" then if you wish to personalize it, check its availability. Once you
have verified the availability of your personalization, or if you only want to order the AZSFWC
Conservation Special Plate, click on "Order My Plate". Order your plate as a sequential shelf
plate for $25.00 per year or as a personalized plate for $50.00 per year. 

Here is another helpful link when ordering your special license plate.
https://servicearizona.com/plateAvailability/plate?execution=e2s3

The AZSFWC Conservation Plate gives all Arizonan's an opportunity to contribute to programs
that benefit our wild creatures. Step up and support "Wild Arizona".
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