AZ Sportsmen For Wildlife Conservation
GRANT COMPLETION REPORT

Project Title: 14 Annual Native and Wild Trout Conference

Organization: Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited
Grant #: 2023-Q2-05 (Found on May 23, 2023 meeting agenda)

Event/Project Completion Date: April 6, 2023

Project Location (Include info such as event center, hunting unit, etc.):

Submitted By: Jim Walker & Nate Rees

E-mail: James.L.Walker@cox.net & Nathan.Rees@tu.org
Phone #: 602.741.1449 & 480.236.2479

Today’s Date: May 30, 2023

AZSFWC Recoghnition:
AZSFWC Logo and Link to AZSFWC on organization’s website? (attach screen print image) Yes X No []
License Plate Image w/link to MVD on organization’s website? (attach screen print image) Yes X No [ ]
AZSFWC Logo displayed at event? (attach photo(s)) Yes X No []
AZSFWC recognized in all marketing materials & post event articles? (attach all samples) Yes X No []
List any social media recognition of AZSFWC (include all screen print images) See attached.
Was there any media or press coverage? (attach copies if available) Yes [ ] No X
List any other recognition? See attached.

Summarize Project Accomplishments : See attached.

Measurable Results (Fill in all that are applicable):

Attendees (If project was an event, list total # of participants, excluding staff, visiting parents, etc):
121 registrations. See attached.

Visitors (If the project is an interpretive display, list total # of annual visitors): Not Applicable — see attached.
Brochures, Pamphlets, etc. (If the project is a brochure, publication, poster or video, list the total produced and
distributed): 121 AZSFWC License Plate postcards; 121 Salt River — Tonto National Forest: Habitat
Destruction by Feral Habituated Horses brochures.
Other (please explain): Attendee Survey: See attached.

Budget (specifically describe how AZSFWC funds were used; e.g., program promotion, type of equipment, materials
and/or supplies, etc.) ATTACH COPIES OF ALL RECEIPTS:

“Budget Item” Planned Actual
Beverages (coffee & water) $155.00 $55.00
Lunch: Sandwiches, chips & cookies $1020.00 $1,104.56
Awards/Plaques: Apache & Gila awards $175.00 $214.75
Printing, displays, signs, name tags & paper $150.00 $237.76
TOTAL $1,500.00 $1,612.07
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AZSFWC Grant Approved $600.00

% of AZSFWC Grant to Total 37%

Project Cooperator(s) (please include any in-kind contributions):

Cooperator (no abbreviations) Amount Contributors $
Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited $812.07

Fly Fishers International — Eastern Rocky Mountain Council $200.00

Arizona Game and Fish Department (In-kind) $5,000+

Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited (In-kind) $13,800
Photographs

Visuals are critical to effectively communicating project accomplishments and are
a requirement of AZSFWC project reporting

Following are a few photo guidelines:
¢ Please copy photos directly into this document. (See attached).
e Include information regarding photo credits if needed.

Please return this completed form and supporting documentation and send along with photos to: AZ Sportsmen for
Wildlife Conservation Grant Program PO Box 75731 New River, AZ 85087 or e-mail to info@azsfwc.org. Phone:
602-361-6478.
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Summary Report
To
Arizona Sportsmen For Wildlife Conservation

$600 Grant
for
14th Annual Native and Wild Trout Conference
April 6, 2023

The 14th Annual Native and Wild Trout Conference was deemed to be another success with 121
individuals registering from various conservation organizations, state and federal agencies. The survey
ratings are consistent with the past several years where over ninety-five percent of the surveys rated
the conference Good to Excellent.

The annual event has grown from 42 attendees in 2010 over the years representing a variety of
conservation organizations, state and federal agencies.

This year Ty Gray, Director - AZGFD, and Chris Wood, CEO and President of Trout Unlimited, provided
comments on the in-person return of the conference and the success of projects and programs over the
years by the various organizations including the recently proposed delisting of the Apache trout from
the endangered species list.

Sixteen presentations from various professionals of conservation organizations and governmental
agencies addressed topics such as the protection of wildlife from the challenges of forest fires, native
and wild trout protections and restorations (see attached agenda).

Two conservation awards instituted in 2014 to honor an organization (Apache Award) and an individual
(Gila Trout) “for their dedication to the conservation, protection and restoration of native and wild trout”
continued.

The 2023 Apache Trout Award was presented to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF).
An under-recognized aspect of NFWF is the support provided that has been a true catalyst for
productive collaboration among agencies, NGOs, universities, landowners, tribes, and the public. The
synergy behind the above collaborative efforts, enabled by NFWF, continues to provide a critical push
for more effective conservation of southwest trout.

The 2023 Gila Trout Award was presented to Kurt Davis. Prior to becoming an Arizona Game and Fish
Department Commissioner, he volunteered his time, skills, and funding to help with conservation
projects related to trout and other aquatic species in Arizona. He was a Commissioner for over eleven
years, providing leadership to both the Commission and the Arizona Game and Fish Department
(AZGFD) related to aquatic wildlife.

The agenda, information and presentations are available to the public for viewing at the Arizona Council
of Trout Unlimited website at www.az-tu.com.
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14™ Annual Native Trout Conference Attendees
April 6, 2023

The $600 grant from AZSFWC was directed to sharing costs for providing awards, food, beverages and
paper products for the event. Acknowledgment of the AZSFWC grant was made throughout the event,
a postcard promoting the conservation license plate was included in each registrant’s bag, and the
brochure Salt River — Tonto National Forest: Habitat Destruction by Feral Habituated Horses.
Recognition was also included on the Thank You Funding Supporters slides that were shown
throughout the presentation, flyers displayed on the registration website and at the food and conference
registration tables (see various attachments).

The Arizona Council and four Arizona chapters thank you for your continued support in presenting this
annual conference.

Any questions or additional information regarding the event or this report can be directed to:

Nate Rees Jim Walker
Trout Unlimited AZ TU State Council
Nathan.Rees@tu.org James.L.Walker@cox.net

480.236.2479 602.741.1449
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What: The Arizona Game and Fish Department and the Arizona Trout
Unlimited Council invite you to attend the 14th Annual Native and Wild
Trout Conference.

When: Thursday April 6th from 9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.

Where: Arizona Game and Fish Department Headquarters, 5000 W.
Carefree Highway, Phoenix.

Cost: Free with a hosted lunch.
Topics Include:

- Apache Trout Recovery/Delisting in Arizona

- Gila Trout Recovery in Arizona

- Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout Recovery in New Mexico

- Gila and Apache Trout Awards/Distinguished Service for
Conservation

- Legislation Affecting Conservation

- Lees Ferry Trout Fishery

- Impacts of Forest Fires on Streams and Watersheds

- Arizona Trout Challenge

The last in-person conference, in April 2019, gathered over 150
individuals from more than 50 agencies and organizations.

Don’t miss this highly informative networking event. Seating is limited.
Registration closes on April 1st

Details on registration and topics can be found at www.az-tu.org.
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14th Annual Native and Wild Trout Conference
April 6, 2023; 9a.m. - 4p.m.
AGENDA

9:00am  Welcome - AZGFD
Ty Gray, Director
Clay Crowder, Assistant Director of Wildlife Management Division
Julie Carter, Aquatic Wildlife Branch Chief

9:20am Welcome - Trout Unlimited
Chris Wood, CEO Trout Unlimited

9:30am  Apache Trout Recovery in Arizona

Ryan Follmuth - AZGFD Region 1 Aquatic Wildlife Program Manager
> Population monitoring
> Barrier projects
> Recovery plans

Kristy Manuell - USFWS Apache trout biologist
> Population monitoring
o Barrier projects
o Recovery plans

10:00am Case Study of an Apache Trout Stream - After the Wallow Fire
Zach Beard - AZGFD Native Trout and Chub Coordinator
> Population monitoring
o Recovery plans

Break

10:35am Gila Trout Recovery in Arizona
Zach Beard - AZGFD Native Trout and Chub Coordinator

10:55am Fate of the Stocked Gila Trout
Alex Loubere — AZGFD Sport Fisheries Biologist
> Telemetry study & life expectancy results

11:10am Gila Trout Challenges & Recovery in New Mexico
Matt Zeigler - NMDGF Colorado River Basin Native Fish Supervisor
o Hybridization
- Removal of non-natives

11:30am Group Photo / Lunch at Pavillion at Clay Target Range



1:00pm Gila and Apache Trout Awards Presentations
Julie Carter - AZGFD
Alan Davis - Arizona TU Council

1:15pm Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout Recovery in New Mexico
Bryan Ferguson - NMDGF Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout Biologist
- Removal of non-natives
o Supply chain (hatcheries)
> Hybridization
> Habitat conservation

1:25pm AZGFD Cold Water Strategic Vision
Julie Carter - AZGFD

1:55pm Trout Unlimited: Black River - Bureau of Reclamation Grant
Dr. Caroline Nash - Blue Shift

2:10pm East Verde River
Amberle Jones- AZGFD Aquatic Wildlife Program Manager

Break

2:45pm Legislation Affecting Conservation
Michael Cravens - Arizona Wildlife Federation
Nate Rees - Trout Unlimited
> Uranium mining / Grand Canyon protection video
o Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA)
o Public Lands
o Waters of the United States (WOTUS)

3:05pm Lees Ferry Trout Fishery — Present & Future
Scott Rogers - AZGFD Aquatic Wildlife Program Manager, Region II

3:20pm Lees Ferry - Emerging Water Quality Concerns
Dr. Charles Yackulic - Glen Canyon Monitoring and Research Center

3:35pm Lees Ferry - Brown Trout Incentivized Harvest Program
Jeff Arnold - National Park Service

3:50 pm Arizona Trout Challenge / Interactive Challenge Map
Emily Keister - AZGFD Native Trout and Chub Specialist

N

:00pm Closing Comments



14th Annual
Native and Wild Trout
Conference

Arizona Game & Fish Department
Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited
April 6, 2023



Arizona Game & Fish Department

To conserve, enhance and
restore Arizona’s diverse
wildlife resources and habitats
through aggressive protection
and management programs.



Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited

To conserve, enhance and restore
/ Arizona’s coldwater fisheries and
their watersheds through the
efforts of dedicated volunteers

TROUT  working through TU chapters and

UNLIMITED conservation organizations.




Apache Trout

Let’s restore Arizona’s official fish






Gila Trout

Let’s work together to bring back the Gila



” * .

Nmmmmmm

related trout likely represent
the earliest living branch of trout

HABITAT  Gila troul ure generaly found in smal, ‘with origins in the Gulf of California. During

cool, streams at higher elecations. one of the earlier glacial periods, perhaps

SIZE  Cil able habitat. Adul ok iﬂu.inlw,dtiaﬁmgbmu

ke mers  periods, the two groups of fish were
less than 10" in small headwater streams, but can reach 15 in B e
larger treams and up o 20" in docked akes. mﬂﬁmmﬁmm&f

Mature fish may have faint rase
coloration along the lateral fine.
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Gila trout pypically z
ive -6 years.

DIET  Gila trout feed on aguatic and terrestrial
insects and invertebeates. Larger odults
will s feed an otherfsh.
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Fishing Tips
@ GILA TROUT
LAKES & STREAMS — Depending on where you
fish, regulations and allowable tackle may vary,
5o be sure to check your local regulations. Using
light tackle, Gila trout can be caught by a variety of
methods, including wet or dry flies, small lures, or

COLOR Gl trout are generally pellish gold n color, described o “taking thei coors natural baits. Any gnat, mosquito, mayfly, caddisfly

from the New Menica and Arizona sunset.” They hove small, profuse spotting o stonefly imitation will work, as well as terrestrial
02 W primarily aboce the oentral region and mature fisk may haoe o faint rose patterns such as ants, beetles or hoppers. Those
oloration alorg the ltera e, Ther fnsare selfowish-aronge with igh  Fsoreypicallyyellowish-orongeor fishing with lures should try small spinners and

4 bronse eloe ith ighter odes and ts.
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Fishing 9 Natives

“The Garme and Fish Departments of Arizona and New Mexico
manage allthe Gila trout fisheries in the Southwest. Gila trout
broodstock are kept at the Mora National Fish Hatchery and
fishable trout are reared in limited numbers in a few New Mexico
d G ly, fshis troutis.

~—— R Gila Trout Range. leading edges and whitish tips. Smaller fish may exhibit pars mar

/)

those looking for an authentic *kid and a cane pole”
experience can try worms or grasshoppers. In any
case, but especially in small streams, Gila trout

are wary, so take your time and be stealthy when
approaching promising habitat.

HANDLE WITH CARE! — Catch and release fishing is
recommended and may be required in many areas
Keep the fish in the water at all times, handle fish
only with wet hands and as little as possible, and
use barbless hooks and rubberized rets. Good
angling practices like these conserve the resource
and ensure angler access in the future,

.><7/¢<5M—"f—4

DRY FLIES = Royal Coachman. Adams, Royal Wi, Parachue
Adams

Threats and
Current Status

Today, Gila trout arelisted as “threatened” by the U,
‘Fish and Wildlife Service and can be found in 16 streams
acrvss New Mexico and Arizona. Work continues to increase and

the healthy,
robust, fishable rumbers of Gila trout for generations to come.

Isolation and fragmentation in small streams

habitat loss, climate change, and intense wildfires.

Nonnative trout—Gila trout do not compste well with brown
d brook troat, i ith rainb

fish ing schedul

Roads, 5

WET FLIES ~ Peacock Lady. Pheasant Tal Hare's Ear. Zug Bug.
‘Weoly Bugger Wooly Worm, Muddier Minnow

HISTORIC AND

and development pose rsks to Gila troat popalations.
CURRENT RANGE

— More severe drought, more
frequent and intensive wildfire and warmer water

Gill trout are endemic to mountain

Spring—Tpically beginning in Apoil wh / ¥ X
water temp ise and runoff |
flows are declining.

4

temperatures an destray entire popultions
of Gilatrout.

LURES — Pather Martin, Super Duper, Rooster Tail
streams i the Gila, San Francisco, Agua
Frioand Verde Rier drainagesin Arcona
7} é\ and New Mexico, Alhesgh inproneerdays
L

thirrange incuded cer 600 reles of CENAEE Lt
streams, Gila trout are now limited primarily ¢ - 4 = ~ t Check your state fishing re

othe headuolers o thoe dainages \ i 9"" ;
. b A ; £ - 4 wwwazgfdcom AZ INM wwwowildife state.nm.us




Rio Grande Cutthroat

Let’s work together to Restore






Arizona’s conservation license plate

Arizona’s conservation
| _ " license plate helps
~%# make a contribution to
&  Arizona’s wildlife and
wildlife habitat.
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Thanks to Our Funding Supporters
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Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited

Website: www.az-tu.org

TROUT

UNLIMITED

Your Conservation License Plate Supports TU Programs thanks to the
DONATE generosity of the Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation
(AZSFWC)
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Zane Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Monthly Newsletter Content
(Distribution: 1,800)
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of wildlife conservation license plates and member organizations as well as non-member organizations
are eligible to apply for those funds.

The Arizona TU Council and Chapters have received funds over the past seven years in support of the
Annual Native and Wild Trout Conferences and the Trout-In-the-Classroom programs.

The next time your registration comes up for renewal, choose the conservation license plate option at
registration to show your support for conservation and our projects.



LUNCH HOSTS



Annual Native and Wild Trout Conference
Survey Results
2023

1. How likely is it that you would recommend the event to a friend?

2023 Conference
Number %
Extremely Likely 25 57%
Very Likely 15 34%
Somewhat Likely 4 9%
Not so Likely 0 0%
Not at all likely 0 0%
Total 44 100%
2. Overall, how would you rate the event?
2023 Conference
Number %
Excellent 23 52%
Very Good 16 36%
Good 4 9%
Fair 1 2%
Poor 0 0%
Total 44 100%

3. How helpful was the content presented at the event?

2023 Conference
Number %
Extremely Helpful 16 36%
Very Helpful 26 59%
Somewhat Helpful 2 5%
Not So Helpful 0 0%
Not at All Helpful 0 0%
Total 44 100%

4. How likely are you to attend a similar event again in the future?

2023 Conference
Number %

Extremely Likely 30 68%

Very Likely 13 30%
Somewhat Likely 1 2%
Not So Likely 0 0%
Not At All Likely 0 0%

Total 44 100%



5. How engaging were the speakers at the event?

2023 Conference
Number %
Excellent engagement 15 34%
Very engaging 19 43%
Somewhat engaging 10 23%
Not so engaging 0 0%
Not at all engaging 0 0%
Total 44 100%

6. Do you think the event was too long, too short, or, about right?

2023 Conference
Number %
For too long 0 0%
Too long 1 2%
About right 41 93%
Too short 2 5%
Far to short 0 0%
Total 44 100%

7. How well did the event meet your expectations? Was it...?

2023 Conference
Number %
A lot better than expected 14 32%
Better than expected 18 41%
About what | expected 12 27%
Worse than expected 0 0%
A lot worse than expected 0 0%
Total 44 100%

8. How valuable were the networking opportunities at the event?

2023 Conference
Number %
Extremely valuable 11 26%
Very valuable 18 42%
Somewhat valuable 14 33%
Not so valuable 0 0%
Not at all valuable 0 0%

Total 43 100%



14 Annual Native & Wild Trout Conference

Apache Trout
Distinguished Service Award

Gila Trout

Distinguished Service Award




14 Annual Native & Wild Trout Conference

Apache Trout Distinguished Service Award

2014: White Mountain Apache Tribe Game & Fish

2015: New Mexico Game & Fish Department

2016: Southwest Tribal Fisheries Commission

2017: White Mountain Lakes Foundation

2018: Mora National Fish Hatchery

2019: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest

2021: Arizona Game and Fish Department- Canyon Creek Hatchery
2022: New Mexico Gila/Rio Grande Chapter of Trout Unlimited

2023: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation



14 Annual Native & Wild Trout Conference

Apache Trout
Distinguished Service Award

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation




14 Annual Native & Wild Trout Conference

Gila Trout Distinguished Service Award

2014: Dr. Robert Behnke

2015: Jennifer Johnson & Jeremy Voeltz (USFWS)

2016: Kelly Meyer (AZGFD) & Kevin Terry (Trout Unlimited)

2017: Jim Brooks (USFWS) & Dave Probst (NM Game & Fish)

2018: Yvette Paroz (USFS) & Jack Williams (Trout Unlimited)

2019: Julie Meka Carter (AZGFD) & Jill Wick (NM Game & Fish Department)
2021: Scott Murphy (City of Montrose) & Dr. Thomas Turner (University of NM)
2022: Joe Miller (Desert Fly Casters, Payson Flycasters & Trout Unlimited)

2023: Kurt Davis (AZGFD)



14 Annual Native & Wild Trout Conference

Gila Trout
Distinguished Service Award

Kurt Davis

Arizona Game and Fish Department
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