
AZSFWC Comments on the BLM Jove Solar Project – 1-31-23 

Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation 

PO Box 75731 New River, AZ 85087 

January 31, 2023 

Erica Stewart, Project Manager   Via email: estewart@blm.gov 
Bureau of Land Management   BLM_AZ_CRD_SOLAR@blm.gov 
Yuma Field Office 
7341 East 30th Street, Suite A 
Yuma, AZ 85365 

RE:  Jove Solar Project, DOI-BLM-AZ-C020-2022-0006-EIS 

Dear Ms. Stewart: 

Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife Conservation (AZSFWC) appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the Jove Solar Project (Project).  

AZSFWC is the leading 501c-3 non-profit organization dedicated to wildlife conservation, 
habitat improvement, youth recruitment and retention, as well as providing educational 
opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts on issues important to their passions. AZSFWC 
consists of 42 member, affiliate, and associate groups that reach across the spectrum of 
hunting, angling, shooting, outdoor recreation, and businesses from across Arizona. Our 
member groups alone represent well over 27,000 people from Arizona. 

AZSFWC is a strong supporter and advocate for the Arizona Game and Fish Department 
(AZGFD) who statutorily is responsible for managing all of Arizona’s over 800 species of 
wildlife. We also appreciate the fact the AZGFD maintains a cooperating agency status 
with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  

AZSFWC appreciates the focus on renewable energy projects, as well as the possible 
benefits some of these projects can and might offer. Commensurate with the benefits are 
challenges, issues, and some problems that need to be addressed. 

It comes as no surprise the BLM has targeted the relatively flat, sun drenched, sparsely 
populated areas of southwest Arizona for these solar energy developments. However, 
utilizing thousands of acres of the Sonoran Desert landscape for these projects is going to 
misplace and negatively impact wildlife, as well as disrupt the sensitive desert 
environment on and around the sites. 

It is also going to negatively impact access to our public lands, as well as recreational 
opportunities that will be eliminated with these large solar footprints.   
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The Project is primarily located on 3,495 acres of public land. By itself, it’s impact on 
wildlife, the environment, access, and recreation may be minimal, but how many more 
projects like this one are on the horizon? 
   
The BLM has identified variances for renewable energy projects around Arizona for over 
3.3 million acres!  https://blmsolar.anl.gov/documents/docs/peis/Solar_PEIS_ROD.pdf 
 
AZSFWC’s position and concerns with this Project align with the requests made in the 
AZGFD’s comment letter of January 6, 2023. (copy attached) AZSFWC supports the 
requests made by your cooperating agency, responsible for all of Arizona’s wildlife 
species, and implores the BLM to work with AZGFD to do everything possible to minimize 
the impending impact on the wildlife, habitat, and access, that either will be, or might be, 
impacted by this Project’s development and construction. 
 
Finally, AZSFWC would request the BLM review and consult the research by Dr. Jeffrey 
Lovich, a Research Ecologist with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) from Flagstaff, AZ. 
  

https://www.usgs.gov/staff-profiles/jeffrey-e-lovich 
 
Dr. Lovich’s decades of research have concentrated on tortoises and turtles, but also 
wildlife in general and the desert environments impacted by solar developments. Here are 
some of those references: 
 

https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-
83655184112&origin=inward&txGid=72136884fe65859442c04880a462eb59 
 
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/southwest-biological-science-
center/science/gemini-solar-project 
 
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/southwest-biological-science-center/science/desert-
tortoise-ecology-and-renewable-energy 

 
Thank you! 
 
Yours in Conservation,  
 

 
 
Jim Unmacht 
Executive Director 
 
CC: AZGFD Director, Ty Gray 

      Jeffrey Lovich, PhD, FLS 
  

https://blmsolar.anl.gov/documents/docs/peis/Solar_PEIS_ROD.pdf
https://www.usgs.gov/staff-profiles/jeffrey-e-lovich
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-83655184112&origin=inward&txGid=72136884fe65859442c04880a462eb59
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-83655184112&origin=inward&txGid=72136884fe65859442c04880a462eb59
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/southwest-biological-science-center/science/gemini-solar-project
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/southwest-biological-science-center/science/gemini-solar-project
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/southwest-biological-science-center/science/desert-tortoise-ecology-and-renewable-energy
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/southwest-biological-science-center/science/desert-tortoise-ecology-and-renewable-energy













